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This course will provide students with an overview of the major political, social and economic
trends that have shaped African history in the second half of the twentieth century. Using a the-
matic and case study approach, we will examine the evolution of political entities, social spaces,
and economies over time. We will try to understand both deeply local processes and the ways in
which they are influenced by national, regional and transnational events and circumstance. Some
of the themes to be covered will be nationalism, economic development, ethnic and political con-
flicts, gender and social change, religious movements and cultural innovations.
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