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This course will provide students with an overview of the major political, social and economic
trends that have shaped African history in the second half of the twentieth century. Using a the-
matic and case study approach, we will examine the evolution of political entities, social spaces,
and economies over time. We will try to understand both deeply local processes and the ways in
which they are influenced by national, regional and transnational events and circumstance. Some
of the themes to be covered will be nationalism, economic development, ethnic and political con-
flicts, gender and social change, religious movements and cultural innovations.
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Thomas M, Moore B, Butler L J. Crises of Empire. Decolonization and Europe’s Imperial States,
1918-1975, London, Hodder Education. “Conclusion”.
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Englebert, P. and Dunn, K. “The Evolution of African States,” in: Englebert and Dunn, Inside African
Politics (London: Lynne Rienner, 2013).

Herbst, Jeffrey. States and power in Africa: Comparative lessons in authority and control. Princeton
University Press, 2014. Introduction and Chapter 4.
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Julius Nyerere, selected readings, in Freedom and Unity , Oxford University Press.
Kenneth Kaunda, A Humanist in Africa, (London: Longmans, 1966) p. 19-38.

Leopold Senghor, Negritude and African Socialism, in the African Philosophy Reader, eds. P.H. Co-
etzee and A.P.J. Roux, London : Routledge, 1998.

Gordon and Gordon, Understanding Contemporary African Politics (London: Lynne Rienner, 2013),
73-86.
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Englebert, P. and Dunn, K. “The Practice of Power,” and “The Increasing Range of Regimes,” in: En-
glebert and Dunn, Inside African Politics (London: Lynne Rienner, 2013).
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E. Gyimah Boadi, “Africa‘’s Waning Democratic Commitment,” Journal of Democracy, 26:1 (2015),
101-113.
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Ziai, A. (2013) 'The discourse of 'development' and why it should be abandoned'. Development in
Practice 23(1): 123-126. (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09614524.2013.752792)
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Englebert, P. and Dunn, K. “The Economic Dimensions of African Politics,” in: Englebert and Dunn,
Inside African Politics (London: Lynne Rienner, 2013) 227-255.
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Banerjee, Abhijit V., and Esther Duflo. Poor economics: A radical rethinking of the way to fight
global poverty. Public Affairs, 2011. selected chapters.
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Myers, Garth. 2011. African Cities: Alternative Visions of Urban Theory and Practice.
Chapters 3 and 4: “(I)n(f)ormal Cities” and “Governing Africa’s Cities.” London: Zed
Books. Pp 70- 137.
Gandy, Matthew. 2006. “Planning, Anti-planning and the Infrastructure Crisis Facing
Metropolitan Lagos.” Urban Studies vol. 43 no. 2 371-396.
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Oyewumi, O. The Invention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western Gender
Discourses (University of Minnesota Press, 1997). Selected readings.
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