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The purpose of this seminar is to develop research ideas in applied topics in
development economics or political economy. The research assignment will
include a critical literature review and a personal contribution.

Course Outline

The project must include a personal contribution which can consist of any of the
three alternatives chosen by the student:

(1) Literature study:

- comparison of at least 3 papers on a specific question in development
or political economy, or

- acritical review of the literature on a specific topic in development or
political economy;

(2) Research proposal:

- motivation, hypothesis, empirical strategy, description of required
data, and expected results;

(3) Independent research study:

- students conducting an independent research study are encouraged
to work in pairs;

The seminar includes the following stages:

First introductory meeting in class

Individual progress meeting before confirming the topic assignment
Confirmation of the topic

Individual progress meetings during the course for instruction and advice
on the project

Presentation of the project and discussions in class

Submission of the paper



In addition, depending on the number of students, each student will discuss a
classmate’s project on the day of the presentations.

Course and grade requirements

The performance on the presentation makes up 20% of the course grade. The
discussions can give additional points. 80% of the grade will be based on the
written seminar assignment or research project.
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Attendance/Discussions as described above
Presentation 20%
Paper 80%
Total 100%
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