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Course Description

Critical Thought as a theory is a “general” concept that is regularly proposed as an unmarked,
transparent, and universal point of view. In practice, it mainly presents a point of view of western
white male thought. Black Critical Thought or theory is an analytical theoretical tool. It is part of
abroader field of “Black Studies.” This field of study is also known as “African-American Studies”
mainly in the United States. The theory was developed from the life experiences and point of view
of “Black Diaspora” thinkers, African scholars in Western societies. Black Critical Thought, like
gender theories and feminism seeks to expand and develop the understanding of reality, from the
perspective of a black person.

Black Critical Theory is a tool for analyzing a variety of fields of knowledge, such as so-
ciology, anthropology, literature, philosophy, history, and more. African critical thought
as a theory of Black studies are most widely studied in the social sciences and humanities
at universities and colleges around the world. In Israel, Black studies, as part of the post-
colonization discourse, are not yet studied as a theory. The course “Black Critical
Thought” is one of the first attempts to present this viewpoint as a theory that stands on its

own. In a diverse society like Israel, theory should be a key term for understanding reality-
Course Objectives and Topics Covered:
a)  What s the 7Black Critical Thought Theory” in the broader sense? How is such

theory different or similar compared to similar theories, such as theories of gender, femi-
nism, and general critical theory?

b) Introduction to influential thinkers: We shall study theorists, philosophers, writers,
and opinion leaders in Black studies and their ideas: W.E.B. Du Bois; Aimé Césaire, Léo-
pold Sédar Senghor (the Negritude group), Frantz Fanon, and others.

¢) Key concepts and terms in Black studies and African studies: We shall study key
concepts in black studies through a variety of disciplines: philosophical discussions, poetry,
and literature, politics, and more, from both the African continent and the diaspora.

d) Blackness as a concept and expression: We shall examine how blackness manifests
itself as existence, culture, and life in general.

e) Links between Jewishness and Blackness: Throughout this study, we shall examine the
relationships between the two fields. As a case study, we will focus on Ethiopian Jews in
Israel and the meanings of the terms ”Black” and ”Blackness” in Israeli society.

In general, our discussion will focus on Israel’s academic community and society from the
viewpoint of racial and color-blind theories. The concept of color-blindness will be dis-

cussed both as a social concept and as a convenient term associated with race and
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color. The course offers a multidisciplinary perspective through the concepts, ideas, and
writings of African intellectuals and writers from around the world and from Africa. The
course will offer discussion and questions such as what does it mean to be black? We shall
ask from both a global and a local perspective, what does 'becoming black’ or 'making

black’ mean?

Assignment and final grade components

The final grade of the course will contain three elements: two writing assignments and a
general evaluation. Students are required to submit two work papers throughout the se-
mester, Midterm assessment and final assignment. Both peppers shall be based on topics,
articles, key words learned, or reading requirement. The lecturer will assign the subject.
a) Midterm assessment -This part of the assignments will provide 30% of the final
grade. This task must be two pages long (about 670 words) is due on 10.05.2022.

b) Final course completion assignment- It can be related to one or more figures, or a
central topic will be discussed using key terms covered during the semester. This part
will be seven pages long (2,560 words) shall submit on 21.06.22. This task will con-
stitute 60% of the final grade.

c) Attendance, active participation, and completing the reading assignments will ac-
count for 10% of the final grade.

All students must complete assignments independently and submit it by e-mail as

attachments file, word document : David Foot ,size ,12 double space in normal

margin
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Reading Materials

Subject

Black bodies/white gaze: Double Consciousness

] Outline contents of the course: Presentation: requirement.
Session 1 22.03 | required and Recommended Articles
Background and overview: growth of the black criticism || (Earle, 2018)
as an idea, The founders of Black Studies. (Aldridge, 1984)
Session 2 29.03 Familiarity with the course glossary in African studies (Arndt, 2002)
’ and Black studies like Black Atlantic, ”Black Diaspora”; (Asante & Mazama, 2009)
rPan-Africanism” ”colonization” »de-colonialism”; etc.
] The object of criticism: Historical and contemporary re- | (J. E. m. Baldwin, 1965); (Gilroy,
Session 3 05.04  { sponses about white gaze on the black body. 2013; Wainaina, 2006; Yancy, 2008)
Wi Major Black Diaspora Thinkers |

Major thinkers and their thoughts: Marcus Garvey, (Hord, 2016; Martin & Young, 1984)
W.E.B. Du Bois. Martin Luther King. Frantz Fanon; Paul
Session 4 12.04¢ || Gilroy, Stuart Hall; Toni Morrison, bell hooks. The Negri-
tude movement figure like: Aimé Césaire, Léopold Sédar

Senghor and others
Africana Philosophy as existentialism: Black Diaspora | (Gordon, 2013)
Session 5 26.04 thought, perspective about African-Thinking, writing (Hall, 1990; Huffel, 2020, Mawere &
about your Identity, culture in the colonizer language. Mubaya, 2016a)
] Pan-Africanism rebuilding Nation: African Leaders, ]
Session 6 03.05 | their character, Historic Mark for their own state, the con- || (Contee, 1970; Kasanda, 2016; Lajul,
tinent and for the world. Nelson Mandela, Kwame Nkru- 2020; Martin, 2012; Mawere &
Session 7 10.05 | mah, Julius Nyerere, Haile Selassie Ahmed Sekou Touré. Mubaya, 2016b)

Diversity and similarities in Africa -Based on slavery, co- || (Hord, 2016; Mawere & Mubaya,

lonialism and apartheid, western discourse often refers to | 2016a; Ndaguba, Ndaguba, Tshiyoyo,
Session 8 17.05

sub-Saharan Africa as a class of as a single nation. The & Shai, 2018)
Session will discuss differences and similarities in Africa
Feminism- in African Arndt, 2002; Roth, 2003
Session 9 24.05 ( ; ; , 2003)
. Afrofuturism -Writing Black Utopia (Anderson et al., 2015, Womack.,
Session 10 31.05 2013)

Jewishness & blackness. what is the color of Black
Jews?

The common History between Black & Jews: (J. Baldwin, 1965; Mills, 1997;
Session 11 07.06 Ideology, Suffering, and: Historical Intersections of Rothberg, 2001)

Blacks and White Jews
_ »Middleness” - How white person Considered as black? (Brodkin, 1994; Mills, 1997)
Session 12 14.06 | »White Negro”- Western jews as Black & white

Jews in Ethiopia 7Black” in Israel- The case of Ethiopian
Session 13 21.06 | Jews in Israel (Ben-eliezer, 2007)




