Knowledge and Powerin Colonial Contexts
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The relation between knowledge and power was already acknowledged by Francis Baconin the 17t
century, butit was Michel Foucault who had putitin the center of the stage duringthe modern era.
The colonial sphere was aspace in which the Europeans rulers attempted to create knowledge to
enhance theircontrol. They also used the colonies as alaboratory forthe creation of knowledge for
the benefit of Europeans. The British, forexample established the first forensiclaboratoryin the
worldin Ceylon (nowadays Sri Lanka). The course will explore this relation between knowledge and
powerin colonial contexts. We will examine the ways in which European knowledge was
constructedinthe African and Asian colonies atthe early stages of colonial conquest. We will discuss
the following questions: How did colonial powers used the knowledge they have collected to
enhance their control? Who has created this knowledge? What was the part of colonial subjectsin
the creation of knowledge? We willfocus on several areas of knowledge and examine theminthe
context of different case studiesin British and French colonies. Amongthe types of knowledge that
we will discuss are geographical, medical, anthropological, and criminological knowledge.
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