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The course deals with aphenomenon typicalto the mid-20™ century, when the colonial empires lost
most of the regions thatthey have occupied several decades earlier. This phenomenonis closely
related tothe world wars and specifically to World War Il and the Cold War that began soon after.
The various liberation struggles were characterized by different degrees of violence and had
different goals, even though almost all led eventually to political independence. Nevertheless, today
itisclearthat that independence was nota real decolonization and did not change essentially the
colonial relations. During the course we will learn about the general characteristics of this
phenomenon andthe causesforthe different nature of the liberation strugglesin various colonies.
We will focus on a few case studies and analyze themin depth.



