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"Ghana Beyond Aid"? Local Entrepreneurship in Ghana and contemporary theories of
local development

Following his election as Ghana's president in 2017, Nana Akufo-Addo presented his vision
through the program "Ghana Beyond Aid". According to Akufo-Addo, in the 215 century,
Ghana must focus on harnessing its own natural resources for the sake of its people while
encouraging local entrepreneurial initiatives, given that "we do not want to remain the
beggars of the world, we do not want to be dependent on charity". To realize this vision, the
Ghanaian government allocated increased budgets aiming at involving the private sector in
modernizing the agricultural sector and in developing the country's industry and
infrastructures. This budget was also aimed at keeping Akufo-Addo's main promise he had
made to his voters: free high schools. Politicians, researchers, and journalists saw this policy
as a plan that could inspire the rest of the continent's countries to minimize their
dependency on foreign aid. The first two years looked promising, yet, the Coronavirus



pandemic and the war in Ukraine led to increased inflation. In the past year, fuel prices rose
by 70 percent and the bread by nearly 50 percent. Given the growing public debt and public
demonstrations concerning the inability of the government to curb down the rising costs of
living, Akufo-Addo signed in the summer of 2022 rescue deals with the International
Monetary Foundation. As a result, many began raising question marks surrounding the
possibility that the ambition vision of Akufo-Addo remains viable.

Out educational tour will take place in the shadow of this break point, between dreams of
local and national development and the effect of global crises on the daily life in the
country. We will visit Ghana's main cities and meet with students, scholars, entrepreneurs,
policymakers, and professionals to understand how local development initiatives in the
fields of infrastructure, education, agriculture, tourism, health, arts, technology, and sports
face this daily reality. Meetings with different local development projects will embody the
potential, successes, and shortcomings in realizing the government's vision of reducing
financial aid. Such meetings will also contribute to a better understanding of how critical
development approaches realize (or not). Furthermore, the tour will deal with the long
legacy of development projects, by asking: what are the differences in the visions of Akufo-
Addo and Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana's first president? What, if any, is the colonial legacy in
Ghana? What role does the legacy of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade play in promoting
Ghana's development goals? These issues will be of particular relevance given the
government's policy of encouraging Americans to "return" to Ghana to develop the country,
which began during Nkrumah's era, as well as the contemporary call by Akufo-Addo for
reparations. During the tour, we will also engage with traditional development structures
and examine their reciprocal relations with state structures. Another aspect the tour will
deal with is the complexed place of the Ghanaian-Lebanese community in development the
nation. Lastly, the tour will deal with the diplomatic and economic connections between
Israel and Ghana while examining their development since Ghana's first days as an
independent country.
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