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Contemporary geopolitics between Africa and Europe

The course examines the geopolitical relations between Europe and African countries
through the adoption of different perspectives and case studies. The course is organized
according to three parts. The first two lessons will provide the necessary historical
background for understanding the relations between Europe and Africa until the mid-20t
century. This survey will demonstrate the commercial, social, and political linkages that
existed between kingdoms, entities, traders, and states throughout history until the end of
Africa's colonial conquest. Throughout the second part of the course (meetings 3-7), each
week will be dedicated to a different case study necessary to understand the specific
relations of a European state/region with African countries. We will examine the
involvement of France in Africa and the extent to which it embodies neo colonial relations
even in the 215 century. We will deal with the British disconnect from Africa and its
consequences. We will explore the fascinating case of Portugal while seeking to understand
how come instead of attracting African migrants to Portugal, Portuguese migrants are
attracted to Africa. Beyond the examination of Africa's international relations with its former
colonial rulers, the course will also examine Africa's relations with non-colonial powers,
particularly Russia. One lesson will be dedicated to exploring the involvement of the Soviet
Union in Africa during the Cold War. Another lesson will be dedicated to Russian modern-day
involvement in Africa, specifically in the wake of the deployment of the Wagner Group


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ8dYSMW9i8

mercenaries since 2017 in various Sahel countries. Both lessons will contribute to our
understanding of the diverse reactions by African countries to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine since February 2022. The third part of the class will adopt a thematic approach.
Each week will examine a different topic that embodied geopolitical tensions and
resolutions. These topics will include the legal, moral, and historical debates surrounding the
reparations of artifacts from Europe to African hands, the African migration to Europe and
European migration to Africa, which is also embodied in the realm of sport, the cultural links
between the continents as expressed in books and media, and lastly, the examination of the
development efforts between both regions, with a specific emphasis of the initiatives
undertaken by the European Union.



