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e Peter Alegi, 2010. “The White Man’s Burden”, in African soccerscapes: How a

continent changed the world’s game. Ohio University Press. Pp. 1-13.
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e Peter Alegi, 2010. “The Africanization of Football, 1920s—1940s” & “Making nations
in late colonial Africa,1940s—1964" in African soccerscapes: How a continent changed

the world’s game. Ohio University Press. Pp. 1-13, pp. 36-53.
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e Kristine Hoglund and Ralph Sundberg, 2008. "Reconciliation through sports? The case
of South Africa." Third world quarterly 29.4: 805-818.
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e Ashwin Desai and Goolam Vahed, 2010. World Cup 2010: Africa's turn or the turn on
Africa?, Soccer & Society, 11:1-2: 154-167.
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e Amanda Shuman, 2018. “Friendship is solidarity: The Chinese ping-pong team visits
Africa in 1962”. In Simon J. Rofe (Ed.), Sport and diplomacy: Games within games.

Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press. pp. 110-129.
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e David R. Black, 1999. "“Not Cricket”: The Effects and Effectiveness of the Sport
Boycott." In Neta C. Crawford and Audie Klotz [eds.], How Sanctions Work: Lessons
from South Africa. London: Palgrave Macmillan UK. Pp. 213-231.
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e Antoaneta M. Vanc, 2014. "The counter-intuitive value of celebrity athletes as
antidiplomats in public diplomacy: llie Nastase from Romania and the world of

tennis." Sport in Society 17.9: 1187-1203.
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e Jonathan Grix, Adam Dinsmore, and Paul Michael Brannagan. 2023. "Unpacking the

politics of ‘sportswashing’: It takes two to tango." Politics: 1-22.

Sports Diplomacy in a Changing Global Arena

In this course, we will learn about the ways in which individuals and communities have
harnessed the global popularity of sports to promote political goals. We will do so through a
historical and contemporary observation of the usages of kingdoms, empires, nations,
organizations, and enterprises to gain national and international interests. Simultaneously,
we will examine the results and consequences of these usages in political and social
contexts. The first part of the course will deal with historical ties between sports and politics
during the Classical antiquity, the Middle Ages, and throughout the imperial expansions to
Latin America, Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. From there, we will move to the colonies,
where we will witness the harnessing of sports by local populations according to their own
sets of goals, which, not once, contradicted the Empires’ goals, and which contributed to the
anti-colonial struggles and the forging of national identities. The second part of the course
will deal with contemporary history and modern-day events while observing the unifying
and divisive power of sports concerning the hosting of international events, racism, gender
discrimination, reconciliation, and struggles between global and regional powers. The course
will do so through the prism of development, migration, sociology, and international

relations theories.



