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Sanctions and Boycotts: Circumstances, Consequences, and Counter-reactions

This course will review the circumstances that lead individuals, organizations, states,
corporations, and organizations to impose sanctions and boycotts while examining their
historical and contemporary consequences for all sides involved. Throughout the course, we
will ask the following questions: what are sanctions and boycotts? Why are sanctions and
boycotts used in the global arena at increasing rates? What are the moral and ethical
considerations that lead to their usage? When do diplomatic, economic, cultural, and social
sanctions and boycotts achieve their purpose and when do they fail? In order to understand
the contributions and shortcomings of sanctions and boycotts, the course will examine test
cases in local, national, and global contexts through an interdisciplinary approach, including
politics and government, history, sociology, anthropology, communication, and law. Such a
varied examination will enable us to better understand the effectiveness of "successful"
sanctions and boycotts, as well as how actors resist and circumvent them. In addition, the
course will give students the necessary methodological tools to research further test cases

beyond the ones the course will analyze.



