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African Megacities: political, economic and cultural aspects.
Lecturer: Dr. David Goss

Today a mega city is defined having a population of over 10 million, currently there
are three defined as such in Africa - Kinshasa, Lagos and Cairo. By 2030, three more
will join - Luanda, Johannesburg and Dar es Salaam. By 2040, more will join Nairobi,
Khartoum and Abidjan. This course will examine the phenomenon and the
characteristics of African megacities. How is life and creativity conducted in cities?
Migration to the cities and the slums that surround them, ecological threats and
guestions, the political space of the city, artistic representations and documentation
of urban space. We will raise these questions in the course about contemporary
African urbanism through street art, transport and African urban mobility, economic
activity and trade, fashion and street culture.

Guest lecturers:

+ Dr. Manya Kagan — Penn University, USA - Displaced populations and
mobility in Kampala, Uganda.

+ Dr. Peter Elias - University of Lagos, Nigeria - Data collection in contested
areas and the Lagos Urban Study Group.

» Dr. Santosh Kumar Ketham , University of Innsbruck, on climate change and
the flooding of African cities.

» Dr. Alex Noble — University of Technology, Western Cape, SA. District Six:
Cape Town and urban spatial Apartheid.

» Dr. Lola Akande - University of Lagos, Nigeria - Representations of the city in
the African Novel - A Thematic Rendering of Urban Spaces.

» Peter Okotor — artist and curator, Lagos Nigeria - The Sound of the City.

* Obuh Christopher Nelson artist, Lagos Nigeria — The Eko Atlantic Project.
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