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This course will provide students with an overview of the major political, social and economic
trends that have shaped African history in the second half of the twentieth century. Using a the-
matic and case study approach, we will examine the evolution of political entities, social spaces,
and economies over time. We will try to understand both deeply local processes and the ways in
which they are influenced by national, regional and transnational events and circumstance. Some
of the themes to be covered will be nationalism, economic development, ethnic and political con-
flicts, gender and social change, religious movements and cultural innovations.
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Introduction: Construction of Knowledge in African Studies
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Decolonization (?) and Emerging States: Borders, Resources, Belonging
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The Challenges of Postcolonialism: National Building and State Formation
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Leadership and Ideologies of the Postcolonial Era

Kwame Nkrumah, DR. KWAME NKRUMAH SPEAKS IN ADDIS ABABA IN 1963
https://consciencism.wordpress.com/history/dr-kwame-nkrumah-speaks-in-addis-ababa-in-1963/

Julius Nyerere, selected readings, in Freedom and Unity , Oxford University Press.
Kenneth Kaunda, A Humanist in Africa, (London: Longmans, 1966) p. 19-38.

Alex Thompson “Nationalism,” in An Introduction to African Politics (New York: Routledge, 2016),
35-45.
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Governance and Crises — Congo and Nigeria as Case Studies
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O'Connell, James. "The inevitability of instability." The Journal of Modern African Studies 5, no. 2
(1967): 181-191.

Kawabata, Masahisa. "An overview of the debate on the African State." Afrasian Centre for Peace
and Development Studies Ryukoku University (2006): 1-5.
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From Military Coups to Processes of Democratisation
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Adebanwi, Wale, and Ebenezer Obadare. "The abrogation of the electorate: An emergent African
phenomenon." Democratization 18, no. 2 (2011): 311-335.
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Ziai, A. (2013) 'The discourse of 'development' and why it should be abandoned'. Development in
Practice 23(1): 123-126. (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09614524.2013.752792)
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Economic Crises of the 1970s and New Approaches to Development
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Marcus Taylor, “The International Financial Institutions,” in Haslam, Paul, Jessica Schafer, and
Pierre Beaudet., eds. 2016. Introduction to International Development. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Richard Peet and Elaine Hartwick, “A Critique of Neoliberal Development,” in Theories of Develop-
ment: Contentions, Arguments, Alternatives, 3rd Edition (New York: The Guilford Press, 2015).
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From Development to the Fight against Poverty "1v Ta1 paxn? nin'an 13.1
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Banerjee, Abhijit V., and Esther Duflo. Poor economics: A radical rethinking of the way to fight
global poverty. Public Affairs, 2011. selected chapters.
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