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o Loimeier, Roman. "Perceptions of marginalization: Muslims in contemporary
Tanzania." Islam and Muslim politics in Africa. Palgrave Macmillan. 2007. 137-156.
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o Sanneh, Lamin O. Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam. Oxford
University Press, 2016. Chapter 2 (Beyond the Veil, pp. 43-54) / Chapter 3 (Beyond
Desert Trails, pp. 55-64) / Chapter 4 (Beyond Routes and Kingdoms, pp. 64-74).
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o Sadio Mané: Made in Senegal, directed by Mehdi Benhadj-Djilali, Peta Jenkin, and
Jermain Raffington (Paramount Pictures, 2020): 72 minutes.
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o Timbuktu, directed by Abderrahmane Sissako (Worso Films, 2014): 97 minutes.
o Taoua, Phyllis. "ABDERRAHMANE SISSAKO’S TIMBUKTU AND ITS CONTROVERSIAL
RECEPTION." African Studies Review 58.2 (2015): 270-278.
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o Leichtman, Mara A. "Migration, War, and the Making of a Transnational Lebanese
Shi‘i Community in Senegal." International journal of Middle East studies 42.2 (2010):
269-290.
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o Stenberg, Leif, Ridha Sheikh, and Esen Kaya. "Being Muslim in European Football:
Defining Spaces of Muslimness." Abdou Filali-Ansary Occasional Paper (2025): 1-25.
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o Loimeier, Roman. Muslim societies in Africa: a historical anthropology. Indiana

University Press, 2013. Chapter 1 (Is There an "African" Islam?, pp. 11-34).
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The Islamic Rainbow in Africa: From the First Hijra to Sadio Mané

This course explores the importance of Islam in Africa from the 7th to the 21st century. We
will examine how Islam arrived in Africa, spread, and intertwined with local beliefs. The
course considers the cultural, social, political, and economic roles that Muslim societies
have played throughout the continent's history. An examination of Muslim societies in the
Horn and East of Africa (including Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, and Tanzania), as well as in the
Central and West of Africa (including Sudan, Mali, Senegal, Ghana, and Nigeria), will expose
the diverse rainbow of expressions of the religion in the continent. Doing so will challenge
longstanding misconceptions among academic and religious scholars who had maintained
that Islam in Africa is "inferior" to Middle Eastern Islam or that it has been a marginal,
regional phenomenon isolated from the religion's historical centers of power. Furthermore,
the course will contest the notion that Islam spread in Africa solely through armed conquest
or as a reactionary force against syncretic and mystical traditions. Instead, we will explore
the historical ties between African and Middle Eastern Muslim societies, the reciprocal
influences they shared, and the many peaceful pathways through which Islam was adopted
and sustained. We will witness the diverse Islamic agents who have contributed to the fact
that nowadays Africa is home to one of the largest Islamic communities in the world, with

almost 450 million believers.



